WARREN FISCAL COURT

ORDINANCE NUMBER 04-23WC

ORDINANCE REGULATING THE COLLECTION OF SUBSCRIBER FEES / MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR FIRE DEPARTMENTS

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE ADDITION

OF VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL

MEMBERSHIP CHARGES / SUBSCRIBER DUES TO

THE PROPERTY TAX BILLS OF PROPERTY

OWNERS IN WARREN COUNTY, KENTUCKY

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***


WHEREAS, pursuant to KRS 75.450 the Fiscal Court is allowed to adopt an Ordinance requiring the annual membership charges and/or subscriber fees to be added to the property tax bills; and,


WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Warren Fiscal Court to better equip and train the volunteer fire departments; and,


WHEREAS, the Warren County Fiscal Court believes it is in the best interest of the nine volunteer fire departments located within Warren County to adopt this Ordinance.


THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE FISCAL COURT OF WARREN COUNTY, KENTUCKY that the membership charges / subscriber fees of the nine local fire departments shall be placed on the tax bills for collection.

Section I:
Definitions:
For the purpose of the Ordinance the following terms shall be deemed to have the meaning indicated below:   

A.
Home Owner:  Any person owning property, upon which a dwelling is situated, within the limits of Warren County, Kentucky.

B.
Business Owner:
Any person or entity that owns real estate upon which a business is conducted.  This definition shall exclude a person who conducts a business from his or her residence.

C.
District:
Refers to all nine volunteer fire departments located within Warren County, Kentucky.

D.
Dwelling:
A home, house or other dwelling which is intended or used for human occupancy.

E.
Land Owner:
A land owner is an individual who owns a piece of property which has no dwelling, but the area consists mainly of pasture land, grass land or wooded area.  A barn or similar structure would fall under this category.  

F.
Membership Dues / Subscriber Fees:
Fees/dues which are levied by a volunteer fire department in order to provide fire protection services for a certain tract of land in lieu of assessing a charge for fire protection services actually performed.

Section II:
Collection and Enforcement:
For the purpose of this Ordinance the following duties shall be established and the dues/fees shall be collected as follows:

A.
Property Valuation Administrator:
Shall have the duty of placing the membership dues / subscriber fees upon the property tax bills, on properties located within Warren County (excepting those within the incorporated City limits of Bowling Green).  The membership dues shall be separate from taxes owed, so as to allow the property owner / business owner and/or landowner to ascertain the amount owed.

B.
Warren County Sheriff:
Shall have the duty of collecting the membership dues / subscriber fees while collecting all taxes listed on the property tax bill.   Upon collection, the Warren County Sheriff has the duty then to distribute the collected dues / fees to the nine volunteer fire departments.  The Warren County Sheriff shall distribute the funds to the district in which the property is located.

Section III:
Membership Dues / Subscriber Fees:
The following membership dues / subscriber fees shall be in place upon adoption of this Ordinance:

A.
Residential Dues / Fees:
A membership dues of $30.00 (Thirty Dollars) shall be added to the property tax bills of every owner of piece of property, upon which a dwelling is situated, located within Warren County, Kentucky, excepting the incorporated geographical limits of the City of Bowling Green.  

B.
Business Dues / Fees:
A membership dues of $50.00 (Fifty Dollars) shall be added to the property tax bill of every business located within Warren County, Kentucky, excepting the incorporated geographical limits of the City of Bowling Green.

C.
Land Owner Dues / Fees:
A membership dues of  $10.00 (Ten Dollars) shall be added to the property tax bill of every land owner located within Warren County, Kentucky, excepting the incorporated geographical limits of the City of Bowling Green.

D.
Requirements Regarding Dues:
All dues referenced herein, shall be not be seen as mandatory.  Each taxpayer, however, will be required to pay the dues at the time the tax bill is paid, or face penalties and interest as with other taxes.  The Warren County Sheriff cannot accept partial payment for taxes, and thus this amount must be paid at the time all taxes are paid to the Sheriff.  The property owner/business owner and/or landowner may, however, after paying the dues owed on the tax bills, opt out of the membership by completing the attached Petition, which will be incorporated within this Ordinance by reference, as Exhibit A.  The attached Petition must be completed within sixty (60) days for the request to be processed.  Each department shall refund the monies paid to the property owner/business owner and/or landowner after the filing of the Petition.

E.
Penalties / Interest:
Pursuant to KRS 75.450(8) any non-paid dues shall bear the same penalties and interest as state and county taxes.  If, however, the property owner / business owner and/or landowner pays the property tax in advance, the dues will also be discounted at the same rate.   

1. Failure to Pay:  Should a property owner/business owner and/or landowner fail to pay their property tax and membership dues, actions will be taken pursuant to KRS 75.450(8).  In order to prevent these actions from being taken against the property, the property owner / business owner and/or landowner must pay the property tax, as well as the membership dues.  As stated previously in this section, should the owner/business owner and/or landowner wish not to become a member of the Volunteer Fire Department district, then they have the ability to petition for a refund.

2. Maximum Due / Fee Required of Land Owners:
  If a landowner owns more than one property within the County limits, the landowner shall not be required to pay more than the equivalent of one residential fee, plus three land owner fees.  This requirement assumes that the land owner is opting in the membership.  If the landowner wishes to opt out of membership, he/she shall not be required to pay any dues/fees to the local volunteer fire departments, however, he/she may incur the statutory allowed fees for non-member runs.  


Section IV:
Establish Procedures for Managing Money:  


Each department shall comply with the following requirements:

1. Audit  The Volunteer Fire Departments shall be responsible for auditing the funds collected, yearly, and report the findings to the Warren Fiscal Court for review.

2. Savings  The Volunteer Fire Departments shall budget to keep 5% (Five Percent) as a savings mechanism.

3. Accounting  The Volunteer Fire Departments shall provide a detailed accounting to the Warren Fiscal Court on a quarterly basis.  Said accounting shall show all deposits made, including the source of each deposit.  Further, the accounting shall show each check disbursed, including the check number, amount, to whom the check was written and information concerning the reason said check was disbursed. 

Section V:
Petition and Reimbursement

Based upon the service provided by the Volunteer Fire Departments, it is assumed by the Warren County Fiscal Court that every property owner / business owner and/or landowner wishes to become a member of their Volunteer Fire Department.  However, should the property owner / business owner and/or landowner wish not to participate in the membership, the Volunteer Fire Department shall refund their money, after completing the attached Petition.

Section VI:
Notice
All individuals who “opt-out” of the membership are specifically put on notice, pursuant to KRS 75.450 (2), should a fire, or other non-medical incident, occur on their property, the property owner/business owner and/or landowner could face charges, a minimum of $500.00 or $1,000.00, depending on the type of facility. 


This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to KRS 67.077 in that it was published in summary form on the ________ day of ________________________, 2004, and was introduced and read on the _______ day of _____________________, 2004, and said Ordinance will be in full force and effect upon signature, recordation and publication in summary form pursuant to KRS 67.077 Subsection 3.


This the __________ day of ________________________, 2004.







____________________________________







MICHAEL O. BUCHANON







Warren County Judge Executive

ATTESTED:

________________________________

BRENDA HALE

Warren Fiscal Court Clerk

Passed by a vote of ______ to ______.

PETITION TO REQUEST REFUND OF MEMBERSHIP DUES

__________________ VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT


I hereby request that the membership fee, paid by me at my property located at: ____________________________________, be refunded.


I understand that by requesting this refund, I am opting-out of the membership of my local Volunteer Fire Department.  I understand that in the event of a fire or other emergency, this Department will respond, but I will owe, at minimum $500.00, plus additional expenses incurred by the Department, for their service.


Further, I understand I will be opted-out for future reference and must take affirmative steps to opt-in in future years. 


Please make the check payable to: ___________________________________________ and mail the check to: ________________________________________.


I am attaching a copy of my tax bill receipt where I have paid 

the membership dues.



________________________________






Signature of Requesting Party






Contact Number:__________________

**  Please allow 60 (sixty) days for the request to be processed.

REQUEST TO PLACE FIRE DUES ON TAX BILL

“OPT-IN REQUEST FORM”

I hereby request that the membership fee, paid for my property located at: ____________________________________, be placed on my tax bill for collection.


I understand that by requesting this action, I will no longer receive a bill for dues for membership, but that my money will be due at the time my property taxes are paid.  I understand that once this action is taken, in order to remove the amount from my tax bill, I will be required to complete additional paperwork. 

________________________________






Signature of Requesting Party






Contact Number:__________________

**  Please allow 60 (sixty) days for the request to be processed.

